
Objective

Encourage adoption of 
freeboard by showing the 

immediate financial benefits  
in non-technical terms.

Audience:

 Decision makers

 Public

 Builders



Three versions planned:

 Slab foundation

 Crawlspace

 V Zone elevated

Slab/stem wall example
(only one so far)

Tailor to state or local   
building types



Don’t use technical term 
like “Freeboard”

Plain paper, 
Cheap to make copies, 

easy to update

ASFPM Logo 
improves credibility



Why building at the base 
flood elevation does not 
prevent flood damage



Why building higher 
is better

Adds credibility

Shows the benefit of 
being one foot higher



Flood insurance premiums 
are based on >40 years of 

paying flood claims

Better protection 
= fewer claims
= lower premiums

Specific structure, 
amount of coverage, 

April 2017 premium rates



Assume the building must 
be elevated to the BFE 

(minimum requirement)

The cost of freeboard is 
the cost of the extra 1, 2, 

or 3 feet of elevation

Can use more accurate 
local costs

Slab/stem wall example



Show all the calculations

Return on investment

Show added savings
(big bucks)



Write Your Own
Flyer

Tailor to state or local   
building types

Session D3 on using 
information to support 

higher standards




