
    
  

  
   

  

  
 

 

Writing Your Own Flyer
 
about Freeboard
 

The following is excerpted from a presentation made at the 2018 meeting of the Regulations Committee of 
the Association of State Floodplain Managers. It gives some general, self-explanatory tips for making a 
simple flyer that explains why freeboard is effective and cost-efficient. 

It is intended to be used in conjunction with the ASFPM’s three-fold flyer “The Costs and Benefits of 
Building Higher,” which can be downloaded from the ASFPM’s website at http://www.floods.org/ace­
images/BenefitsCostFreeboardFlyer%20FinalFeb2018.pdf. 

http://www.floods.org/ace-images/BenefitsCostFreeboardFlyer%20FinalFeb2018.pdf
http://www.floods.org/ace-images/BenefitsCostFreeboardFlyer%20FinalFeb2018.pdf


 Write Your Own
	
Flyer
	

Tailor this flyer to the 

types of buildings 

most common in 


your state or 

community
­



  
 

   
 

Objective
	

Encourage adoption of 
freeboard by showing the 

immediate financial benefits 
in non-technical terms. 

Audience
	

 Decision makers 

 Public 

 Builders 



 

 

   

Three versions planned:
	

 Slab foundation 

 Crawlspace 

 V Zone elevated 

Slab/stem wall example
	
(only one so far)
	

Tailor to state or local
	
building types
	



  
 

Don’t use technical 

term like “freeboard”
	

Plain paper, 

cheap to make copies, 


easy to update
	

ASFPM Logo
	
improves credibility
	



 
  

Why building at the base
	
flood elevation does not
	
prevent flood damage
	



 

 

  
 

Why building higher
	
is better
	

Adds credibility
	

Shows the benefit of
	
being one foot higher
	



 
  

 
 
 

 
  

Flood insurance premiums
	
are based on >40 years of
	

paying flood claims
	

Better protection 
= fewer claims 
= lower premiums
	

Specific structure, 

amount of coverage, 


April 2017 premium rates
	



  

 

  
 

  

Assume the building must
	
be elevated to the BFE 


(minimum requirement)
	

The cost of freeboard is
	
the cost of the extra 1, 2, 


or 3 feet of elevation
	

Can use more accurate
	
local costs
	

Slab/stem wall example
	



  

 

  

Show all the calculations
	

Return on investment
	

Show added savings
	
(big bucks)
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